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DEMONSTRATIVE EFFECT

Besides, I believe that this huge mass, political gathering, is bound to create a
great additional demonstrative and propagandist effect, not only in this city and
Presidency, but all over the country and the fact that the council-entry proposals
has obtained the sanction of this plenary session, will by itself, have a great pro-
pagandist value and is bound to have greater effect on all Congress-minded elec-
torates in all parts of the country, than any individual or group electioneering
campaign ; thus far from hindering the election work this early session will certainly
help the Congress candidates and I have no doubt that the country will readily and
willingly respond to the Congress call and give its whole-hearted support to Con-
gress candidates. I wish them all success.

In advancing these arguments I have taken for granted that this session will
endorse the Patna resolution to tho formation of the Parliamentary Board. So long
as Mahatraaji's blessings to this new Parliamentary venture continues, there is no
chance or risk of its being successfully challenged from any Congress quarter.

CONGRESS AND COUNCIL-ENTRY

It might be contended that ifc would be inopportune at this stage on the eve of
the elections, to reopen the question of council-entry. It would indeed be so if the
principle of Council-entry was still an issue in dispute. But to-day it is an accepted
plank in the Congress platform. And no one could think of tearing it out. And
so it would only be in the fitness of things if the programme of the party is so
amended as to make it a revolutionary force,

"Such suggestions and amendments as to details of the programme and policy
and even in the manifesto would, I respectfully submit, bo perfectly legitimate and
within the province of every loyal Congressman because that would be in pursuance
of and consistent with the Patna decision.

THE CONGRESS SOCIALISTS

In one other aspect the Bombay session will also be considered as unique. This
is the first session in which an organized political group within the Congress
makes its appearance with a radically different outlook and fundamentally different
programme. The Congress Socialist Party, born only a few months ago, has emerged
with an ambitious programme. Again it is not for me to criticise or commend
the policy and programme of this new party. No political prophet can venture to
foretell its fate in the future but only this much can be said that whether this
infant will grow into a powerful giant or would succumb untimely would
entirely depend upon the capacity of their programme to attune itself to the
National ideal and help in the speedier attainment of National Freedom.

ATTITUDE TOWARDS STATES

The question of policy and attitude towards the Indian States will also engage
the attention and await disposal by this assembly ; whether the Congress should
continue the present policy of aloofness or whether the demand of the States7
subjects to be merged into and identified with the British Indians, should be con-
ceeded, will be another important issue and will have to be solved by the present
session.

CHANGES IN GOVERNMENT'S ATTITUDE

Coming to the immediate political issue which the Congress will be called upon
to tackle, we must first take into consideration the changes in the Government's
attitude between 19B2 and 1934. As soon as it was realised that "unlawful" Con-
gress had ceased to be aggressive, Whitehall at Simla grew more and more boastful.
At the commencement of the struggle all they wanted was only that the Congress
should drop "direct action" and that if it did so the reconstruction of Indian
politics would be proceeded with on the basis of maximum agreement. The Con-
gress knew that the assertion was incorrect. That was why it fought, When the
fight was on, the Loyalist, the Liberal and the constitutional Nationalists and
Independents all found fault with the Congress for carrying on a war in the face
of such a clear declaration. To-day the war is not there. Is the work of political
reconstruction going on on the basis of maximum agreement ? Is not the Congress
by common consent and by hostile testimony the greatest political institution
Aarrying^ with it maximum popular support ? Is not the new Constitution being hatched
<?b ignoring and alienating this institution with the maximum popular support 1